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Introduction:

1) The nineteenth c. was a time of massive economical and urban development across the globe, particularly in the expansion and remodeling of superpowers such as France, Germany, The U.K., and The U.S, and the French Revolution played a massive role in said remodeling and expansion.

2) The First French Republic – Established by the National Convention during the French Revolution. Napoleon staged a Coup d'Etats in order to gain power in the group and crown himself emperor. The Second French Republic – Established after Napoleon's losses and the subsequent monarchies of Charles X and Louis-Phillippe. Napoleon III then mimicked his uncle and staged a Coup d'Etats to gain power of this group and once again name France an empire. The Third French Republic – This is the governing body that was formulated following the defeat of Napoleon III. It governed France for the rest of the 19th c. and into WWII. German Confederation – The first German republic, so to speak. Zollverein – Inter-Germanic customs agency, or sorts. Parliament – Britain's governing body, along with that of other modern nations. Manifest Destiny – The belief in mankind's expansion of the United States as justified.

3) What factors – from outside and within – contributed to, and actually caused, the events that led to such a dramatic change in the cities of the world?

4) Beginning with the French Revolution and Napoleon's conquests, the France's economic and urban development made much progress throughout the century. The Revolution also had great impact on Germanic territories and their unification and subsequent growth. The many wars and the shaky alliances gained thereafter had a great influence on the United Kingdom's progression through the industrial revolution and the rest of the 19th c. Meanwhile, a young United States of America went from a budding nation to superpower with a civil war and its own industrial revolution taking place in the middle. 

Four Parts:


I. France – Stemming from a great variety of factors that created the modern nation, France 


went from revolution to ups and downs involving empires and reformist governments to 

important ally in the world and became a well-developed nation.

II. Germany – Beginning the century as the powerful Holy Roman Empire, Germanic territory 
became simultaneously dismantled and unified during the French Revolution, before 
growing into an ever-more unified nation before the end of the 1800s.

III. The United Kingdom – Acting as émminence grise during Europe's most important conflicts, Great Britain spent much of her 19th century defining and perfecting the Industrial Revolution.

IV. The United States – As a budding nation, The U.S. made significant strides in social and political reform, which helped to further the economic and technological growth and development that had already begun on home soil, and the countries The United States associated with during this most momentous and importunate century.

Part I:

France:

             A. During the 19th century, France's geographical borders grew significantly due to the receipt of many territories – including Nice, Savoy, and Avignon – and also due to the military conquest of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

· While the accomplishments of Napoleon's conquests were reversed by the Vienna congress, and France also lost some territories in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 (namely Alsace and Lorraine), the work had been completed and various factors (such as WWI) would lead to France reclaiming her lands, thus making the 1800s a great time for France's geographic expansion.

·  During this century, France had also embarked on military conquests in French Indochina (today's Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos), and Africa – on which continent France made great imperialist strides by acquiring much of the Northwest and Central parts of Africa, not only expanding her empire, but also providing France with some global clout to use against superpowers of the time such as Britain.

· During much of the 1800s, France had been quite a rural country. As with much of the world at the time, there was quite a bit of industrialization and urbanization, but France was seemingly quite far behind in the process across Europe. The mere fact that much of the country was involved in agriculture and not industrial work caused a large hindrance in the mechanization of France's transport and their railway system – although beginning soon after Britain's – had a very slow upstart that lasted more than a decade later while Britain's railways continued to flourish.

B. The industrialization process did begin to grow in the country by the late 19th century,  and within it a large amount of immigrants poured in for work and goods. But it was more of a steady growth over the expanse of more than fifty years, whereas many of the surrounding countries and other territories around the world had seen a massive influx of immigrants from all over.

· That's not to say that France didn't receive immigrants. In fact, they received quite a substantial number from East Europe and The Mediterranean and were also the first European country to emancipate its Jewish populace, thus creating a haven for the perpetually persecuted race until the German invasions that began WWII.

· France – like Germanic territories, Native American areas, and the United Kingdom – was a bit of a melting pot of languages and dialects stemming from the epic coalescence of the different peoples from whom these dialects came. While this is quite a rich history, it comes with many caveats – the main two being that the illiteracy rate is bound to be high when there is such a plethora of languages to learn and comprehend, and that without an effective means of communication, it is very difficult to become a unified culture.

C.  Less than a decade before the start of the 18th c., an estimated half of the population didn't speak, and couldn't understand French. 

· The southern slice of the country continued to speak one of the Occitan Languages which seemed to stem more from the Romance-Language category. In the North of France, these same dialects were spoken, but if the people weren't separated by the middle of the country, they were separated by the fact that each of their Occitan dialects was different from the others'. And to add to this, many people all over the country also spoke Breton, Catalan, Basque, Dutch, Alsatian, and Corsican. 

· It wasn't until the time of Jules Ferry and the early French Third Republic that the rates of unified literacy and language began to rise, due to their unification of France under the banner of what is more or less the standard French we know today.

· Between 1870 and 1914, the 33% illiteracy rate among peasants dropped to the point that almost all French people could read and speak the essential language many of us strive to learn today.

D.The nation's historical time line serves as an enriched guide as to the events that had great effect on the many reforms and progressions that were to take place during the nineteenth century.

– Napoleon had been named First Consul in 1799 and by 1802, he had the position for life. This is the scene with which we begin the 1800s. The First Empire of France comes in with the century and wars that had already been raging for half a decade or more continued for what would have seemed like eternity at the time. In 1803, war with Britain began again. In 1804, Napoleon declared himself emperor.

– It is said that, although he invited the pope, Napoleon snatched the crown from his hands and crowned himself, neglecting ceremony in that moment. Napoleon then took it upon himself to rebuild France, including the nobility that the revolutionary fighters had fought so hard against. But with the French rebellion having cut off the monarchy lifeline a decade earlier, it is said that there was a gap in the historical importance and gravitas that the old nobility possessed, and the lack therein with the new nobility.

–  During the Napoleonic Wars, France and the rest of Europe saw another decade of reorganization within the larger continent. Before the century began, Napoleon and the French army had already annexed parts of The Netherlands, Italy, Spain, and more. The following years provided much reordering of these territories, much like a back-and-forth between France and those opposing her. 

– Along with the conquests, Napoleon ruled his empire with a strict republican legal system known now as the Napoleonic Code. During this time, freedom of the press and freedom of assembly were greatly restricted, and religious freedom was reduced to protection of Christianity and Judaism (mere tolerance for others) as long as no attacks were made on the aforementioned two, and Atheism must remain private. Although Napoleon was becoming more and more powerful and isolated in his power, the rest of Europe saw him as the personification of the revolution.

– Napoleon stretched the empire to its limits during this time. Everyone on the continent itself became either an ally, a conquered part of the empire, or a somewhat neutral base camp for French soldiers. But in his anger at Britain's great ability to defeat him at nearly every turn, Napoleon set up the Continental System, which denied Britain import of goods from any of France's allies on the European continent. Portugal openly refused to participate in this, as they were a British ally, and Napoleon began an invasion through Spain. In this, he was forced to retreat by British troops. He then tried to invade once more, but was forced out once more, as well. Around the time of his second invasion, Napoleon had made the decision to dismiss Charles IV from the Spanish throne. He then placed his brother Joseph in the position. This was the start of the Peninsular War that saw Spain on the British side of the fight and Napoleon losing ground with the conquered lands he had annexed into his own only recently. 

– Not long after, Napoleon was defeated and exiled. In less than a year, he escaped and returned to Paris, causing the newly placed King Louis the XVIII to flee the city. But with the country having begun to heal itself, Napoleon was unable to raise the kind of ire that seemed to course through France only twenty – and even ten – years before. He was defeated again in Waterloo, Belgium (then Britain) and exiled once more where he stayed until his death. 

– Once again, Louis XVIII was placed on the throne by Britain. All of this ended in France's borders being returned to the conditions they were in before the revolutionary uprising began in 1792. 

– All of this lends itself to many developmental issues. By the resolution of the final Napoleon conflict, economic power in France had changed from the nobility to the cities' merchants. But possibly the most important element to city development was the Napoleonic Code and the unified government that had been set in place. This provided much more control over France and a more financially secure governmental office. This was the start of stabilizing the French country and beginning its ascension into the modern age.

– During this period of aftermath, there was a rebellion force in Spain that had deposed Ferdinand VII. In spite of Britain's objections, France intervened and swiftly returned power to the Spanish king without embarking upon their own conquest. This brought about a change in thinking among the Concert of Europe (the successor to the Congress of Vienna that included France's opposing forces during the Napoleonic era) and France was soon voted into the Concert. 

–  France was also under quite a liberal rule. This rule, however, was challenged by many conservatives and the constitutional monarchy that was agreed upon at Louis XVIII's reinstatement was under great attack by these groups. After Louis XVIII's death, Charles X took over. He attempted to rule as a full-fledged monarch with a more conservative rule. This was short-lived, however, and upon his necessary flee, Louis-Phillipe d'Orleans ascended the throne as “King of the French” instead of “King of France,” the implication being that previous kings ruled a country, but Louis-Phillippe was the head of his people. 

E. With the country more or less being at peace within itself and having attained an inner sovereignty (a sovereignty that gleamed increasingly from the side of the people), and with the Concert of Europe recognizing France as an ally, the pace was set for development throughout the rest of the century.

–  But due to France's lack of capital, it had a very difficult time starting up a railway system like that of Britain, Belgium, The United States, and more and more countries around her. In fact, it wasnt' until 1842, more than a decade – and seemingly an entire era – after Britain had begun her journey into the locomotive age. Slowly, though, France began to take hold on a railway system it could build and by the middle of the century and with the help of private businesses – that had only recently begun to see the kind of profits necessary for building railways – France was finally making its way toward a time of industrial prosperity. 

–  Louis-Phillippe become more conservative toward the end of his reign and this upset the people, leading to the election of a Second French Republic. A seemingly identical process came from this wherein the republic stood for an amount of time comparable to that of Louis-Phillippe, but also became more conservative, upsetting the French people. 

– This then led to Napoleon III's ascension to the presidency of the republic, where he soon after staged a coup d-etat similar to that of Napoleon I (his uncle), and assumed the position of Emperor. 

F. Napoleon III was an emperor in rule, as well as title. He was less liberal than a young Louis-Phillippe and a young Second Republic, but both of those factions had become a conservative nightmare by the end of their respective reigns. 

– In spite of Napoleon III's conservatism, France made many gains in trade under his eye. In heavy relation to the development of Paris, the city underwent a massive rebuild during the time of Napoleon III, and this included the inception of many large central banks that could help to finance the empire in her endeavors. 

– But Prussian attacks soon dismantled much of the rebuilding that had been done and Paris was destroyed, but not before Napoleon III was captured and ignominiously, his empire was finished and a new republic came in. Baron Haussman's remodeling of Paris centered the country around the capitol and its urban infrastructure. 

– This entire process of urban development and governmental reordering eventually led to France's allowance to participate in the 1889 World's Fair – the Eiffel Tower originally being just a grand archway into the fair. This is something that a France of the late 18th and early 19th centuries would never have been able to do. France had finally become a modern nation and the world recognized it. After that, city-wide development was a much simpler matter of government approval and contracting. 


G. After the Third Republic defeated the Paris Commune that had arisen – along with the republic itself – from the ashes of Napoleon III's empire, there was a lot of political and official business to attend to. 

· To me, this seems to be the turning point in France's time line from war and government takeover into a progressive, democratic state. But the republic was far from progressive in the beginning.In fact, they were in opposition to many progressive and socialist ideals that the Paris Commune had enacted during their reign, hence the abolition of said movement. 

· In the battle for power against the remaining Orleanists and other royalist groups, the moderate conservatives – who were in favor of an elected government – began the model democratic society in Europe at the turn of the twentieth century. From now on – although the system is far from perfect – the people had a say in who their rulers would be and the French government (like many of today's systems) would be a coalition of leaders with similar and opposing viewpoints.  And with a body of government in charge instead of a single entity born as a deity, the path was set for more progressive development. In an ironic turn of events, however, France's influential history during the time proved to propel Germany into the position of superpower by the end of the 19th century.

Part II:

Germany:


A. The German territories had seen a great deal of war throughout the centuries preceding the 19th century. 

· These wars had devastated the land and decimated much of the population – along with any developmental progress that had been laid down before.But the wars had also begun to unite the land and remove the regionalism that had led to such chaos. 

· By the nineteenth century, German territories were under the rule of just Austria and Prussia, a far-cry fewer than the variety of tribes they had begun with, including the Angles, Franks, Saxons, Thuringians, etc. Only two centuries before the onset of the 1800s, German territory was still divided among many different nationalities – Saxony, Bavaria, Prussia, Austria, etc.

· It could be argued that Germany and France were the two largest continental powers, constantly at war over territory during several centuries prior to the nineteenth century, and the effect of the French Revolution on the Germanic empires is quite significant. At the start of the revolution, many educated German peoples were in favor of the French Enlightenment.

· At the heart of the matter, the ideals of the common people seemed to shine a beacon to commoners all over the world. But the ensuing execution of the French king, his Austrian bride, the Reign of Terror, and the marching of Napoleon's army all over Europe brought an end to the idealism inspired by the revolution.

· But the French emperor's reforms took hold and incited change across his conquered nations, affecting every part of Europe. One place in particular that could be described as forever touched by Napoleon's hand is the Kingdom of Westphalia. Napoleon had built this state within German lands and in writing a constitution for the Kingdom, had enacted many reforms that remained within the German empire thereafter. Following the defeat of the French, the Kingdom of Westphalia was absorbed (or re-absorbed) by the Prussian kingdom, but little changed within the governing of the state.

· One of the most important effects of Napoleon's conquests over European land was the abolition of the Holy Roman Empire. Francis II – then Holy Roman Emperor – had lost to Napoleon and the two abolished the the concept after that, although it was a defeat to the former ruler of such a historical dynasty. Becoming Francis I, he established the Austrian empire and, of course, named himself emperor. 

· After Napoleon's defeat, however, his German states were declared independent and the Germanic territories became a more unified coalition that more or less resembled the Holy Roman Empire that had come before it and included Prussia and Austria – the two greatest superpowers in the German lands. 

· Now holding light ties – albeit uneasy and strained – with the countries surrounding them, Prussia and Austria began to lead the German world. Their allies were many, including Russia whom Prussia had befriended following Napoleon's defeat in their home land and Britain, with whom the Germans had allied in finally defeating Napoleon after his Cent Jours return.

· Prussia had also made big gains during the Vienna Conference and came out of the other end larger and more powerful. Out of this conflict arose the German Confederation. Although it fell, the German Confederation was the beginning of a new unified nation that the rest of the world could begin to recognize as legitimate. During its time, however, the Prussians and Austrians could compromise very little, and revolution ensued midway through the century. 

· Another hindrance to unification was the regionalism seen all across France during this very same time. Many dialects and cultures clashed as they were forced under the same banner. But with education and structure, France had succeeded in bringing its many peoples together. Germany worked on doing the same throughout the nineteenth century.

B. In terms of growth and development, these many factors determined an unknown future for Germany, and meant that the nation needed to make progress toward a more industrialized economy and agricultural system. These needs were met with a bang in the last half of 18th c. Germanic progress.

· Germany's industrialization could not have happened any sooner than the mid-century. At the time around 1800, The nation was swept up in Napoleon's French revolution. By the end of that era, there remained massive regionalism born many centuries ago. 

· The unified Germany that was necessary for a progression into the modern industrial era was still nowhere to be found until the sanctions and rules against entrepreneurship were lessened, bringing Germany together against the churches and bureaucracies that had bound her down for so long before. This made for massive growth in the agricultural economy, which in turn allowed for more Germans to move into the cities and purchase their goods instead of growing and providing for themselves. 

· That massive exodus into urban society brought about the city growth that was happening in France, Great Britain, and every other industrialized area in the world. In a cycle bearing great fruit for the economy, Germany's textile industry skyrocketed to new heights with more city workers for the factories, and fewer workers using their time to grow their own food. 

· This was a great boon for not only the industry, but the quality of life for the people, and the avoirdupois of taxes that flooded in on these exportable goods. Like France, Germany almost instantly made its way from warring factions of different regions into a modern era of coalescence within the urban lifestyle with a more secure government overseeing and delegating such a strong civilian workforce with more efficiency than ever before.

C. Again, like many of the countries that were ahead of Germany in industrialization, the former Holy Roman Empire would see an economic swell – of jobs, securities, commodities, goods and services, and more – from the inception of the railway system. 

· Not only did the railway system do so much good in the way of creating jobs and transporting goods and services (along with workers), but it also served to unify the different states within the Germanic territory. While each state was responsible for creating and maintaining the railways within their own borders, the linking of different regions proved invaluable to Germany throughout the rest of the century. 

· As more and more people were able to travel to different areas, that great influx of citizens could be turned into workers for the nationwide economy and the mixing of regions brought Germany together under a single banner many years later. 

· This expansion of Germany's transport system also provided a way to blow up the growing steel industry, which would again create jobs and provide money for the workers to put back into Germany's economy. 

· By the end of the century, Germany's railways jumped ahead of France's own system in terms of efficiency, sheer amount, passengers, freight loads, and productivity. But none of this would have been possible without the Zollverein, a German customs union of sorts. The Zollverein acted as a sort of import and export regulation agency throughout all of Germany in the sense that it allowed for different regions to trade customs to and from each other while maintaining their own goods within their respective states. But with trade between regions becoming more and more common, the need for a single language, form of currency, and even a single government became quite prominent leading to Germany's eventual unification as a nation.

D. With the country's economy growing, the new king William I had inherited a prosperous land. 

· Otto Von Bismarck was named to the post of Chancellor. Along with the existing cabinet members, Bismarck waged wars not unlike the German tribes going to war just after the fall of the original Roman empire. The conquering of lands after these wars brought Germany's borders and different states together as one, but the unification had already been going on during the industrialization and the growth within the major cities. After the Seven Weeks War in the 1860s, Prussia was the largest German leader.

· The North German Confederation was the successor to the German Confederation. Austria and Prussia clashed frequently in the years leading up to this shift, but the latter of the two was the strongest and when the North German Confederation began, Prussia was the ruler who fully excluded Austria, swiftly ending Germany's ties with the Habsburgs and Austrian influence. 

· Otto von Bismarck led Germany by the hand until 1890 when Kaiser Wilhelm I became Emperor and fired him. The Kaiser was a dramatic change from the careful Bismarck.

· Willhelm greatly favored colonialist reforms and the way of conquests marched on Asia and Africa. There was an imperial uprising in Germany at the time of his succession, and being twenty-nine years old and stricken with an immobile arm as a child, Willhelm was insecure and afforded himself every opportunity to become the imperialist leader that  – some say – Germany was longing for at the time. 

· But Willhelm brought Austria back into the German friendship, in a sense, when Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire became allies. This is an important factor that will soon lead into the death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and the onset of WWI.

· As of the end of the 19th century, Germany was now unified and heavily industrialized. The massive growth experienced in that time period is a highly significant amount evidenced by the greatly increased populations in Berlin, Dresden, Hamburg, and other major cities that helped to further expand the textile and steel industry, as well as the German railway system. During this time period, Great Britain became fearful of Germany's fantastic development.

Part III:

The U.K.


A. The United Kingdom was a strong nation, and a symbol of the ability to defend against a modern-era conquistador of the French nation.

· The newly joined United Kingdom was well-equipped to hold her lands and use her might against an invading army on the high seas, but neglected to acknowledge a need for much military intercession when Napoleon began his European conquest. This, perhaps, is the one of the greatest factors in Britain's ability to enter the Industrial Revolution with such fervor as it did in the century to follow.

· But, Britain did still occupy much of France just before Napoleon crowned himself emperor. Due to tropical illnesses, however, a great deal of the occupying forces passed away. This is possibly one of the reasons Britain was so careful in her military stratagems during the reign of Napoleon. 

· Another deciding factor is that England had only a couple hundred-thousand soldiers in her army. Her navy may well have been the strongest of the time, but France easily outnumbered her tenfold in the amount of foot soldiers she had under her fist. 

· Whatever the reason, Britain held her patience through much of Napoleon's rule, interceding in rare cases such as the French invasion (and subsequent re-invasion) of Portugal. This provided more proof to the rest of Europe that the conquering armies could be defeated.

· Politically, Britain's rocky alliances with Austria, Prussia, and Russia  in the Congress of Vienna proved to be most beneficial and after Napoleon's army was defeated, the Congress snuffed out the final embers of revolutionary force in continental Europe and Britain – with very little damage done to her homeland – made way for progress in the 19th century. 

· Britain did, however, defend against angry American forces during the War of 1812, but, in dealing with the conflict taking place in Europe, sent very few resources, and in turn lost very few. 

· By the 1830s, Britain had re-imagined its role as a political government system and the Whig party had imparted reform by way of the Reform Act of 1832. One of the most significant institutions of this new piece of legislature was to redistribute the power of vote to the people by placing power where more population existed. Parliament was now hearing the voices of many middle and upper-middle class citizens and business owners. The effect on growth and development of this new reform cannot be marginalized in any degree. Business owners now had the power to vote their way into the mainstream of the country. 

B. While entrepreneurs were entitled to more power, the effects of the 1832 reform were not felt by manual workers and the rest of the lower classes. 

· But in the same year, British Parliament abolished slavery and purchased the existing slaves for a massive twenty million pounds. Although the money went to rich slave-holders and land-owners, the boon to the economy could be felt all over the country. These same land-owners now had more money to spend on goods, jobs were created to fill the gap left by the newly freed slaves, the already rich classes were able to import more frequently from the major cities – while also being able to purchase permanent or seasonal homes within the cities – jobs were created in the limits of major cities and towns in order to provide for members of the massive immigration into the urban environment, and goods and services were provided by – and for – these new city dwellers. This is effectively the point of urban growth and the development of a British working class. 

· Just before this economic boon, however, Britain was exhausted from the effects of Napoleon's empire. While Britain was hardly involved in much of the continental shift, she was still present at the time and worn out by the duties of defending against an invading army. To add to the dismay, Britain's allies were continental countries more heavily involved in the Napoleanic Wars and in having them stifled, Britain's economy had suffered – albeit for slightly less time than the rest of the allies during that time period. 

· As mentioned, though, England had managed to rebuild after this period of unrest and had launched itself into an era of great development and prosperity. Not long after the Reform Act of 1832, Britain saw the advent of steam ships, photography, telegraphs, and railroads. This brought about a faster pace to communication and technology, further boosting Britain's technological advancements of the time.

C. Britain did experience a loll of sorts in this progress during the middle of the century, though, as the fall of the Ottoman Empire was imminent. 

· Britain fully immersed itself in the cause of keeping the Ottoman Empire alive. It was thought that if the empire had failed and dismantled, the prospect of owning its lands would cause such an arms race that Europe would once again be at war. This was not unprecedented, though. Britain had seen such lust in the eyes of Russia and Germany's leaders after the Vienna Congress convened on the matter of France's annexed territories only a few decades earlier. 

· So, during this time period, Britain all but ceased her ascent into modernity in order to play the political den mother and keep the European continent out of war. Russia soon burst onto the Ottoman scene, however, and Britain was forced to ally with France and intervene in Tsar Nicholas I's attempted takeover. Although Britain had won the Crimean War against Russia, she still viewed her ally of France with little trust, and most foreign immigrants remained Irish, Spanish, Portuguese, and anything but French. Napoleon III's reign was viewed as not dissimilar enough to that of his uncle's, and compelled the British government to remain on guard as the formerly imperialist nation reemerged as an empire. 

· At the time of Napoleon III's downfall though, things had widely changed on the British island. The United States of America had undergone a civil war that similarly divided opinions within Britain. At the beginning of the US conflict, Britain was greatly in favor of the American Confederacy due to the large amount of cotton it could export to the British. But Prince Albert's political intercession and Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation changed that, and Britain was soon in favor of the Northern United States.

· But with Britain's ally, America, at war with itself, the United Kingdom had a great economic opportunity to manufacture and sell weapons to both sides of the conflict. Warships, cannons, and rifles were sold to the United States and the Confederacy and the sales provided Great Britain with a substantial sum that could pay for its recent Crimean War exploits and the country's renewed economic growth. 

D. Apart from the issues happening in America, the end of Napoleon III's empire meant the reign of Germany. 

· With Germany's rise in power – both political and geographical – came its massive rise in economic structure and security. Thus, due to its railway system and growing steel and textile industries, Germany was well on its way to overthrowing Britain and the United States and taking over the global market by way of trade and/or military force.

· This brought The United Kingdom into a position almost opposite to the one it was in only two decades earlier. While there was still peace – and even shaky alliance – with the Germans and their allies and territories, distrust and fear took the British mindset and flipped it on its head. Soon, French immigrants were more or less welcomed into England, while almost all classes of Brits were suspicious of Germans. This was the case beforehand, as Britain was upset at the marriage between its Queen Victoria and her Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, but the sudden change in Germany shot Western Europe into a German-ophobic state of mind that lasted well past both world wars in the twentieth century. 

· If anything was to come of this fear, though, it was that The U.K. would use her earnings from the war profiteering in the United States and propel herself further into the modern age. While such rapid changes as were seen in the first half of the century wouldn't be replicated, it is due to these earlier boosts that Britain had a much easier time leaping forward than the rest of Europe (who had always been behind England in 19th century industry). 

· William II was most influential in Britain's motivation toward modernity in the last decade of the 1800s as he came into power and had ambitions of amassing the military strength to topple Europe's most prominent superpowers. For Great Britain, the 19th century was one of careful political stratagem, along with economic surpluses that led to great industrial strides promoting the growth of her cities and those of her allies, including the United States of America.

Part IV:

The U.S.


A. The United States of America was a fledgling nation at this time – still afire with nationalism and ready for development into a country of prosperity.

· The beginning of the nineteenth century was also the beginning of Thomas Jefferson's presidency, and in 1803, Jefferson completed the Louisiana Purchase from Napoleon and the French. For a bit of perspective, this was right after Napoleon had seized power from the First French Republic, and right around the time he had become Emperor. But for the United States, this meant a major expansion westward in hopes of fertile valleys and fields waiting to be claimed by new settlers.

· Much of the country's development during the first two-thirds of this century were dominated by the setting up of villages and towns in the western part of the country, while urban development took place mostly in the Eastern half of the country, on which the original British colonies and the first United States had already existed.

B. In 1812, America declared war in Great Britain due to the British imposing conscription into naval service on American sailors and large trade restrictions due to the old kingdom's conflict with France, and England's support of Native Americans in lieu of the United States' desire for Western Expansion within the American continent. 

· The U.S. exited this conflict in triumph, possibly due in no small part to the fact that Britain was already busy back home. Generals such as Andrew Jackson and William Henry Harrison gained the public favor during the war, and each would subsequently go on to become president. 

· Two major products came out of the war of 1812 with regards to the development of U.S. cities. One is that Washington D.C. fires (most notably the White House fire) gave way for a lot of rebuilding in the city. This was a lot like The Great Fire of London, but on a much smaller scale. 

· The other major issue was the native tribes being marched to reservations on the Eastern side of the country. Before the war, Native Americans were the main roadblock to New Americans discovering settlements Westward throughout the rest of the country. With them out of the way, expansion was much easier and took off from there. This also changed the genealogical make-up of the cities thereafter. Before the popular use of Indian Reservations, it was quite likely to have someone who had Native American mistresses, often resulting in interracial children. But with the country lacking more and more of its original inhabitants in more and more regions, this simply became less likely.

· Along with settlement came the gruff mountain men and the world-hardened cowboys and town workers associated with the time. This was especially true after the Gold Rush, but it was simply a result of making your way into an open region and setting up claims therein. So, there is a thick line drawn between the citizenry during this time period. 

· One one side, there were the sweaty and dirty cowboys and cowboy-like settlers who were generally more rough in their exteriors and quite commonly less educated in works other than the Bible. This was due to the fact that most of their time was spent in travel and hard work, but also the succession of such values created a growth of exponential proportions down through the generations. During the time, parents had traveled far and long, settled in a portion of vastly unused territory, staked their claim either on a farm or in a town, worked hard from sunrise to sunset, and so on. When they had children, this is what they would see and what the parents would teach them as the picture of a good person. So, even more instilled is this idea of work and exploration and once the children grow up, necessity puts it into practice for their own survival. Not only were they taught to live a settler's way of life, but they also found they simply needed to, and this would carry down through the generations. 

· On the other side of the social line were people who lived in the pre-established towns of the original thirteen colonies. These towns had more of an urban development in place by the nineteenth century, especially during the middle. In fact, the further East you were throughout the century – regardless of the timeline of when you set up your town – you would have a head start in developing an urban environment. 

· But the people who lived in these cities were, in general, better educated than the settlers in the West. In terms of work, recent labor changes made it so that there were less abuses of time and manpower, especially in large cities with stable governments. So children were educated more often than worked to death. So the value system being instilled in young minds differed greatly from that of the Western settlers. 

· Another difference in the cities is that the people inhabiting them were more likely to hold on to the past, in particular their British ancestry or simply the knowledge passed down. In the West, it seems that with the lack of education, there was a large disconnect that resulted in basically everything being thrown out of the window until the latter half of the century when established towns gained schoolhouses and children could once again receive an education, although the quality of the material and their abilities to learn were greatly hindered by the long period of time the region spent without learning.

· These sorts of issues actually caused a bit of an uproar within the country. Whigs and their like-minded individuals wanted to modernize society, creating urban development and restructuring the banking system, while Jacksonians believed in “Manifest Destiny” and wanted to expand the territory. 

· In the end, it seems, everyone got their wish and parts of the country modernized while others expanded. The cities on the Eastern coast of the country that got their boost into the new era before the rest of the land are the same cities that we see today as the forefront of United States technology and advancement – and the Western cities have come to the point of mimicking that development. 

· During this time period, one would be severely ashamed to not mention the vast implements and great strides made in the country's development by technological advancements. In the nineteenth century, we saw the advent of the telegraph which brought a large amount of telegraph poles and jobs setting them up. We also saw an expansion of the print industry and the development of the post office. All three of these items made communication a fantastically simple matter compared to only a century before. 

· But above all of the aforementioned items is – of course – the railway system. The United States railway system was an amazing testament to the concept of human strength and endurance, to say the least. To say more, however, shows us that it was Irish and Chinese human strength and endurance. 

· Massive amounts of immigrants poured in either by force or by their own will and were placed in massive work camps to delve into the monstrous task of completing a railway system for the United States of America. The two actually met in the middle with Chinese people completing the West side, and Irish immigrants completing the East. The development became such a speedy endeavor that a skilled laborer could lay track as fast as he could walk, leading work bosses to place a slow-moving train on the tracks behind the workers. This locomotive would have all of the materials for laying track, and when a car had emptied of its materials, it would be pushed off the track and the next in line would be emptied. It was so fast that it propelled America into a modern age, especially in the East where upper classes could enjoy the splendors of wealth and travel, which was somewhat difficult with only boats across oceans beforehand. This economic development was able to come at such a quick rate due to the gigantic boon provided by the successful crops in the South and the newly successful textile industries of the North-East. 

C. During the time of the American Civil War, however, there was very little expansion or advancement. 

· Weapons were drawn up and developed quite often, and the technologies developed during the time led to the growth of other, more important technologies later on. But the Civil War brought only death and suffering upon a nation split. The end of the war was a great success on the part of the freed slaves, but they too had to suffer for a long time afterward. 

· Following the Civil War, the time for rebuilding and more development soon came along. The Eastern urban areas had already set a tone for their own upper classes with Education and Literature playing a large role. This was emulated in small part throughout the rest of the country, but remained most prevalent in the original large city areas. 

· One of the major points to make note of during this time period is the massive influx of immigrants, especially those of Ireland and those of China. Irish Immigrants, along with Italians, would make up a large part of the Eastern country and fighting would soon break out between those inhabitants that had lived in the country all of their lives, and the Irish immigrants who had persecuted by the British in their own homelands. Italian immigrants had dealt with persecution by French, Ottoman, and German conquerors in times leading up to their exoduses into America, as well. Chinese immigrants are an important part of Western American culture, as evidenced by their present-day roots in California – San Francisco, especially. 

· Along with the physical and conceptual changes in the modern country, The United States experienced a nationwide feeling of what is termed as “progressivism” – showing that the far reaching development the country had made in the past one hundred years signified the attainment of goals throughout the land and the people could enter into the nineteenth century with their hopes high in the air, just as the other leading countries were doing at the close of 1899.

Conclusion:

And with that, we have the  grand development of another country, further helping to increase the global economy, which in turn helped other countries to expand alongside each other. The stage is now set for the world to enter into the twentieth century. Each country would hold onto its own ideals and values at the time, as well as its own successes and failures. This would then serve to create the background and inciting events that would bring about World War I and World War II. But in keeping with the theme of nineteenth century development, we have seen a great deal of growth over the course of only a hundred years or so. Each country started the century as a fledgling nation with medieval undertones and warring factions. But throughout an age of such technological advancement, the nations grew much stronger than they had ever been before, and they did it so much faster than anyone could ever have imagined in a lifetime. In fact, one could have actually lived a lifetime that spanned the time before the Industrial Revolution to the time following it. This would have been quite a lifetime, indeed. One could have had a childhood based in old world teaching and values, the middle of their life could have been set throughout the massive expansion and growth that the world saw in the middle of the century, and the end of their life would be set in such amazing luxury and comfort compared to the earlier part of the century. 

In the United States, we saw an expansion that was supported in great part by the slavery that – in abolishing – moved the country forward so quickly. The United Kingdom saw a long period of expansion and careful political decision, ultimately flowering the country into a strong superpower of the world. In the Germanic Territories, there was a time of unification and newfound nations that seeded the great industry growing in the latter half of the century. And in France, possibly the most influential factor in the beginning of the nineteenth century was the French Revolution and Napoleon's subsequent conquests. This is really the event that sparked the advancement of the rest of the world and with it came amazing consequences.

The French Revolution sparked many unions in Europe. The Germanic Territories found it difficult to stay separate from each other, and by the end of the century were either combined or in alliance with one another. This, in turn, greatly increased trade and growth within German cities. In England, much was determined by her shaky alliances with the other enemies of revolutionary France, including Prussia, Austria, Russia, and such. The United States suffered a bit in trade due to Britain's trouble with continental affairs, but was largely unaffected by it being that they were so far away, anyhow. France's own affairs were greatly altered after the time of Napoleon and she moved far ahead into the modern age, resting right next to England and the United States as allies and contemporary peers. The 1800's were an amazing century of growth and development, both economical and structural, and the world has seen many bright futures due to the time period and also – in no small part – to the French Revolution and the expansion and development it sparked within the surrounding countries.

